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Guide to Completing Merit Badges 
Get Started. You can start merit badges at any time, there is no rank requirements.  Scouts can work 
on multiple merit badges at one time.  Be aware of the requirements so Troop activities can be 
incorporated into completion of a merit badge requirement.  A little planning can save steps.  There is 
no time limit to work on a merit badge and you may find some of these may take a year or more. 
 
Pick a Subject. There are nearly 120 merit badges available. This can be your opportunity to learn 
about sports, crafts, business, or science. Check the list in the Requirements book, ask your fellow 
Scouts, or talk to a Scoutmaster to get ideas.  The scout must initiate!  As you rise in rank, there are 
Eagle Requirement Merit Badges to complete.  Make a plan on getting these completed.  
 
Find a Partner. You’ll have more fun and a better chance of success if you get a buddy to earn the 
badge with you. In any case, you must have another person with you at each meeting with your merit 
badge counselor. If not another Scout, it can be a parent, brother or sister, or friend.  Take advantage of 
group run merit badges offered at Scout meetings.  Many of the Eagle required merit badges are offered 
in a group setting and this is a great way to complete these requirements. 
 
Know the Requirements. For an overview of the subject, read the requirements in the Merit Badge 
Requirements Workbook. It is available on-line at MeritBadge.org or USScouts.org.   
 
Get Ready. Get a blue card from the Scoutmaster, fill it out with all the required information. Then 
have the Scoutmaster sign the Blue Card Application for Merit Badge section. Check the Troop 283 list 
of counselors. If none is listed for your badge, ask a Scoutmaster for help - the District has a list, so we 
can find you one. Talk with the counselor to plan how you will demonstrate the requirements.  You 
must meet with your counselor prior to completing a requirement to get credit for requirements 
completed.  After the fact doesn't count!  The counselor may want to meet with you to explain what he 
expects and to start helping you meet the requirements.   
 
Read the merit badge pamphlet.   This is a requirement.  Copies of the merit badge books can be 
purchased at the Scout shop or checked out with the Troop Librarian.  The troop has many of the merit 
badge books on file, including all Eagle required.  These also can be checked out from the Ridgedale 
library.  When you are completed with a merit badge book, return it to the librarian and also consider 
donating books you have purchased for others to use. 
 
Show Your Stuff. When you are ready, call your counselor to arrange a meeting to review your work. 
Counselors like the requirements written out.  Make sure that you meet the requirements - if it says “in 
writing,” that’s what you need to do. If it says “demonstrate,” “list,” or “make,” you must do that.  It is 
not the role of the merit badge counselor or the parent to follow up or be sure requirements are 
completed.  Your parent can be your counselor only if they are registered and there are 2 or more in a 
group. 
 
Get the Badge. When you are finished, your counselor will sign the card and keep the Counselor’s 
Record section. The scout must give the signed blue card to the Advancement Chair who in turn will 
make arrangements to get your merit badge emblem at the next Court of Honor.  You will get back the 
Applicant’s Record portion of the card with your badge. 
 
Keep your copy of the blue card.  After receiving your award, put the returned portion of the blue 
card in a folder with pockets for card collections.  These records will become valuable for Eagle 
applications.  Eagle merit badge completion records are needed for reference.  
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