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MEDICATIONS  
 
Scouts may be taking medications during different trips. The official BSA policy on medications 
reads as follows: 
  

The taking of prescription medication is the responsibility of the individual taking that 
medication and/or the individual’s parents or guardian. A scout leader, after 
obtaining all the necessary information, can agree to accept the responsibility of 
making sure a scout takes the necessary medication at the appropriate time. But BSA 
policy does not mandate nor necessarily encourage the scout leader to do so. Also, if 
your state laws are more limiting, they must be followed.  

 
Please indicate on the Event Registration Form, in the area for Notes, any medications that the 
Scout will be taking during the Event along with instructions. Please bring this to the Event 
Scoutmaster’s attention at the time of departure and discuss with him/her how the medication 
will be stored and dispensed.  
 
During long-term camps (e.g., summer camp) medications are typically turned-in to the camp 
medical officer who monitors the storage and dispensing of all medications. If the medication 
warrants a Scout keeping it with him (e.g., insulin, inhalers) it is recommended that duplicate 
medications be provided – one for the medical officer and one for the Scout. 
 
FIRST AID  
We recommend that each Scout and adult have their own first aid kit. The Troop maintains a 
first aid kit as well. Scouts are trained in rudimentary first aid skills and may treat themselves 
or another, when the situation warrants (e.g., simple cuts, nose bleed, etc.). The Event 
Scoutmaster should be immediately advised as to the possible need for first aid and shall either 
perform or supervise the provision of such aid as they deem necessary.  The Event Scoutmaster 
shall use their discretion in determining if professional medical treatment is sought. Prior to 
seeking professional medical treatment, efforts will be made to contact parents to apprise them 
of the situation and secure permission for treatment. 
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