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Troop 283 Electronics Policy 

Introduction 
The Troop 283 Electronics Policy contains rules and guidelines for the use of all Personal 
Electronic Devices (PEDs) and will apply to all Scouts, Troop Leaders, and Parents attending 
Troop meetings, activities, and events. 
    
In general, PEDs are contrary to the basic Scouting philosophy and experience.  However, the 
Troop Leadership recognizes PEDs have become an integral part of society and can be blended 
into Scouting in a managed way. 
  
At least one designated adult leader will carry a cell phone to Troop events for use in case of an 
emergency and to coordinate logistics. If a problem or a question occurs, parents are 
encouraged to contact Adult Leaders at the event by the cell phone numbers supplied in the 
“Event Flyer” or as noted in the final emails for the event.  Typically many of our Adult Leaders 
have cell phones and can be reached for questions or concerns. 
  
PEDs fall into five (5) categories:  Communication, Positioning, Digital Cameras, Music and 
Entertainment, and Computers and Smartphones: 
  
 Communication:  Cellular telephones, short wave (“ham”) radios, two-way radios (i.e. 

walkie-talkies), and Smartphones.  Smartphones (capable of Internet connection) are 
similar to computers and when used as such are subject to the restrictions set forth for 
Computers and Smartphones. 

 Positioning:  Handheld Global Positioning System (GPS), powered compasses, etc. 
 Digital Cameras:  Any stand-alone camera or camera integrated in other devices.  
 Music and Entertainment: Radios (AM FM or Satellite); digital CD’s MP3 players, 

cassette players or recorders, portable media players (e.g., iPod Touch, iPad, Zune, TV); 
handheld computer gaming devices (e.g. Game Boy, iTouch, iPad); E-book readers (e.g. 
Kindle).  

 Computers and Smartphones:  Laptops, tablets, and iPad (or like) devices capable 
of running programs or apps including connection to the internet for streaming media 
content, playing DVD’s, or viewing social media. 

 

Scout Rules and Guidelines for PED use: 
1. Scouts may NOT use PEDs during Troop meetings, activities or events unless otherwise 

noted in these PED Rules and Guidelines.  If a Scout chooses not to participate in an 
activity, he may NOT retire to another location to use PEDs.  Use of such devices can 
result in confiscation by the Troop leadership for the remainder of the meeting, activity 
or event.   

2. If the driver of a vehicle in the Troop Car Pool approves the use of any PED, they will be 
allowed on rides to and from scouting events as long as they do not bother others. The 
driver has the ultimate authority on electronics use in their vehicle. 

3. PED “Approved Use Time” is defined as: 
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A. Troop Meeting- The time before a meeting has come to order, designated free time 
in the meeting agenda, and after meeting dismissal (e.g. after circle-up). 

B. Troop Activity- PEDs should NOT be used during any Scout activity unless 
otherwise approved by the activity Leader.  

C. Troop Event- Free time that is designated in the morning before a planned 
activity, in the Events Agenda or before Lights- OUT, but NOT during any planned 
scouting activity at the event.  At Lights- OUT, PEDs are Power-OFF (Adult PEDs- 
“Silence”). 

D. Adult Coordinator’s approval 
 

Communication Devices 
 Scouts may bring a cell phone or smartphone to any Troop meeting, activity or event.   

Scout cell phones or smartphones shall remain stowed in their personal gear and 
powered “OFF” for the duration of any Troop meeting, activity or event.     
Scout Exceptions to the NO cell phone use rule, cell phones may be used for:   

A. Emergencies   
B. To inform a parent/guardian that the Scout has checked-in with the Troop and is 

ready to leave or begin an event.    
C. Update a parent/guardian on early or late return times from Troop meetings, 

activities or events.   
D. Scout communication for schoolwork assignments with approval of the SPL or an 

Adult Leader (includes any communication device).  
If a Scout needs to use his cell phone for any of the exceptions above, he must first decide 
the urgency of the call and then either step away from the activity or wait until the activity is 
over to use the cell phone so it is not a distraction for others. 

 

Positioning Devices 
 Outdoor electronics like GPS or an electronic compass may be used during planned 

scouting activities if appropriate for the event.  
Digital Cameras 
 Scouts are encouraged to bring cameras along to scouting events to record events and 

explore the world through the lens of a camera. 
 Scouts shall respect the privacy of ALL participants at scouting events and will refrain 

from taking or distributing inappropriate or embarrassing photographs.  If there is any 
question what so ever if something is inappropriate, ask the individual before taking or 
distributing any photo(s) of them.  If a Scout feels an inappropriate photo has been 
taken of any individual, he should report it immediately to an Adult Leader.  If an Adult 
Leader determines the photograph inappropriate, it must be deleted immediately from 
the camera and any web site it was posted to.  Failure to follow the Adult Leader’s 
decision constitutes a breach and strikes under the Troop 283 Code of Conduct and may 
result in the removal of the Scout from the meeting, activity or event.  

Music and Entertainment Devices  
 Music and Entertainment devices like mp3 players, movie players, and portable music 

players may ONLY be used during Approved Use Times.  Music and Entertainment 
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devices SHOULD be listened to with headphones or ear buds and at a very low volume 
so as not to disturb others.  

 The content of all Music and Entertainment material MUST be Scout and age 
appropriate. 

 

Computers and Smartphones 
 There is usually NO need for a computer at Troop meetings, activities or events.  Leave 

it at home unless it needed for a Troop or business purpose or for the completion of 
schoolwork assignments.  

 Smartphones with access to the Internet and programming can be as powerful as 
computers.  Scout smartphones shall remain stowed in their personal gear and powered 
“OFF” for the duration of any Troop meeting, activity or event.  During Approved Use 
Times, if a Scout is NOT allowed to access certain types of apps, programs, streaming 
video or web sites at home, he is NOT allowed to access them at a Troop meeting, 
activities or event. 

 We recognize there are limited ways to monitor appropriate activity on computers and 
smartphones.  The Scout Law will be relied on to enforce limitations on computer and 
smartphone activity during Approved Use Times.   

 

Scout PED Confiscation Guidelines: 
 A Scout who uses a PED during a Troop meeting, activity or event outside of an 

Approved Use Time for any purpose (e.g., texting, showing off a cool app, playing a 
game, listening to music, checking in with family/friends, etc.) will be asked to turn the 
device “OFF”.  A second infraction during the same meeting, activity or event will result 
in the PED being confiscated per these PED Confiscation Guidelines.  If the Scout had 
an infraction from a prior meeting, activity or event that also resulted in a PED being 
confiscated, the Scout will be restricted from bringing a PED to future Troop meetings, 
activities or events.   

 Failure to comply with the Troop 283 Electronic Policy constitutes a breach and strike 
under the Troop 283 Code of Conduct and an Adult Leader, or the Senior Patrol Leader 
will confiscate the PED.  Should a dispute break-out due to the confiscation of a PED 
and the issue cannot be settled, the Scoutmaster shall contact the parent of the Scout to 
arrange for the Scout to leave the meeting, activity or event and be pick-up and 
transported home.  

 Confiscated PEDs will be given to the Scoutmaster (or designee) at the earliest practical 
time after confiscation occurs and may incur notification of the Scout’s parent or 
guardian.  In general, confiscated PEDs will remain in possession of the Scoutmaster (or 
designee) until the end of the Troop meeting, activity or event, unless determined 
otherwise by the Scoutmaster (or designee). If the PED is held longer than the meeting, 
activity or event, the parent or guardian will be notified as soon as practical and 
arrangements for delivery of the PED will be made. 

  

Adult Rules and Guidelines for PED Use: 
  
During meeting, activities or events: 

1. Adults should “silence” their cell phones or smartphones.  They may use their cell 
phones or smartphones for voice communication ONLY if out of sight and hearing from 
the Troop meeting, activity or event.    
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2. Computers and smartphones may be used for non-voice communication or other 
reasons as long as it provides NO distraction to the meeting, activity or event. 

3. Music and Entertainment devices may be used as long as its use provides NO distraction 
to the meeting, activity or event.     

4. Utmost care should be taken to ensure NO Scout can view or hear any inappropriate or 
non-age appropriate material. If there is any question on appropriateness, always error 
on the safe side and do not view or listen to the material.  

5. Adults can help the Troop by respecting the PED guidelines set forth for Scouts through 
their own conscientious PED use. 

6. If an Adult fails to comply with the Adult Rules and Guidelines, the adult will be asked 
to leave the meeting, activity or event.       

  
Exceptions to the ALL Rules and Guidelines for PED Use: 
 PEDs used for medical purposes are exempt from all rules. 
 Troop 283 Adult Leadership, with concurrence of the Patrol Leaders Council, MAY 

make modifications to this policy as necessary to accommodate the activities of a 
particular event.  

  
Release of Liability for PED Loss, Damage, and Use:  
 
Any PEDs brought to a Troop meeting; activity or event is solely the responsibility of the Scout 
or Adult. The Troop is NOT responsible or liable for loss, damage, usage charges, or other 
issues that may arise from possession and or use of a PED including any damage with might 
result as a consequence of the PED being confiscated due to this Policy. 
 

 

Policy Approved:  
Original Draft:  September 21, 2012 by JGT 
Revised: December 7, 2012 by SKG & JGT 
Revised: December 20 s013 by TWJ 
 

© 2013 Boy Scout Troop 283, Wayzata, MN 
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